
October 26, 1955 

Dr. De tlsv Bronk 
G hairman, W.A.S. Committee on Cb,etic Hazards of Atomic Tnergy 
Rockef al ler d-2.3 titate T 

York and 66th 
Xen York 21, !:.Y. 

Dear Dr. Bronk: 

I am asking Professor Sewall ifright to transmit the enclosed codmment to 
you, as chairman of the comittee, together with any comments he may wish 
to add. The enclosure uas prepared as a Letter to the Editor, intended for 
the Dece:mbcr Issue of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. It argues for 
a constieration of gene tic hazards of atomic energy from a perspec tiwe xhich 
includes similar hazards from many other sources, in the light of evidence 
of mutagenic activity of mang chemical substances :shich May be found in the 
envircnment. 

If this argument is accepted, I suppose it ~hll have to be considered 
whether responsibility for pro&c tion against gene tic hazards ought to rest 
principally with the AFC, or should be shared wi$h other aencies whose primary 
mission is the public health. However, I felt that to bring in these corollaries 
might dilute the technical argument, on the one hand, and t!at it certainly 
would overreach the zone of my own competence, on the other. 

I a-n sure that Professor Wight, or other professional geneticists on the 
co.mmittee,nill be xell acquainted wifh the documentation for my remarks on 
chemical mutagenesis, but I tvill be happy to amplify then if that should appear 
convenient or desirable for your committee, 

Yours sincerely,. 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genetics 

CC: Prof. Vright . 
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